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Michael Kitchen starred as Christopher Foyle, alongside his faithful driver Samantha Stewart 

played by Honeysuckle WeeksITV  
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You can’t keep a good man down. Foyle’s War is one of the few television programmes to 

have been cancelled twice — and now there is a clamour for even more. 

The Second World War detective drama has been voted the 21st-century TV show that 

viewers would most like to see back on their screens. The poll of Radio Times readers put the 

long-running ITV programme ahead of The Bill, Spooks and Life on Mars in the most-missed 

ranking. 

Anthony Horowitz, the drama’s creator, said that he would be thrilled to take charge of a 

revival, whether a Christmas special or an entire series. “Foyle’s War was a passion project 

for me from start to finish and I miss it to this day,” he said. 

The show starred Michael Kitchen as Detective Chief Superintendent Christopher Foyle, an 

honest and diligent police officer whose unassuming manner belied a shrewd intelligence, 

and Honeysuckle Weeks as his resourceful driver Samantha Stewart. Launched in 2002 as a 

successor to Inspector Morse, the 1940s drama ran for eight series, attracting Sunday-night 

audiences of more than seven million and selling to more than 30 countries. 

However, the show was expensive to produce and had a disproportionately older audience. It 

was cancelled by ITV in 2008, ending with a VE-Day special, but public protests prompted a 

rethink and the drama returned in 2010. 

With the country at peace, Foyle, right, graduated from a detective investigating wartime 

conspiracies to an MI5 officer operating in the aftermath of the conflict and in the early years 



of the Cold War. The show ran for three more series before ITV pulled the plug again in 

2015. 

Horowitz, 64, who also adapted Midsomer Murders for television, said that the timing of the 

first cancellation, which meant that he skipped over 1944 entirely to reach VE-Day, offered 

potential material for extra episodes. 

“I wrote the last episode of Foyle’s War in 2014, but no matter where I am in the world 

people still tell me how much it means to them. And the repeats still get high viewing 

figures,” he said. “I’d certainly be up for a Christmas special or two if anybody asked. 

There’s still that missing year to cover — it would actually make a whole series.” 

The Bill, which ran for more than a quarter of a century before being cancelled in 2010, came 

second in the poll of the shows that viewers would most like to see return. 

Count Arthur Strong, the BBC comedy, comes third in the Radio Times survey. The top ten 

also includes BBC Four’s critically acclaimed Detectorists, starring Toby Jones and 

Mackenzie Crook, the ITV period drama Downton Abbey and Channel 4’s Peter Kay sitcom 

Phoenix Nights. 

Downton devotees should not have to wait long to get their fix, with a film based on the 

Julian Fellowes country house television series due to be released in September. 

New versions of Bergerac, Lovejoy and All Creatures Great and Small have all been 

announced in recent months and the digital channel Gold has commissioned recordings 

recreating three lost episodes of Dad’s Army from 1969 with a refreshed cast. 

Gone but not forgotten 

The most missed TV shows of the 21st century: 

1 Foyle’s War ITV, 2002-15 

2 The Bill ITV, 1984-2010 

3 Count Arthur Strong BBC One/BBC Two, 2013-17 

4 Spooks BBC One, 2002-11 

5 Home Fires ITV, 2015-16 

6 Life on Mars BBC One/BBC Four, 2006-07 

7 Detectorists BBC Four, 2014-17 

8 Downton Abbey ITV, 2010-15 

9 Phoenix Nights Channel 4, 2001-02 

10 Happy Valley BBC One, 2014-16 
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